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UNITED WAY MEETS GOAL!

On Tuesday, Stillwater Area United Way officially announced they had reached their $800,000 goal for the 2009 campaign.

“We are overjoyed to have reached goal and to be able to fund our 23 partner agencies at the amounts that were allocated to them for 2010,” said Stillwater Area United Way Director Sheri Carter.  “We are so thankful to our campaign cabinet, our board members and staff, our volunteers, the countless individuals who gave this year, and to the Stillwater area and Payne County as a whole.  In a time of economic downturn, we are just thrilled to have reached our goal.”

Late last week, four companies turned in funds raised from their internal campaigns including Armstrong Industries, OSU Foundation, ONG and Frontier Electronic Systems.  

“All four had successful campaigns,” Carter said.  “Getting those in this week, plus several generous donations from individuals and the gifts given to the United Way on behalf of the Dermer’s 50th anniversary on Friday put us over the top!”

Carter says that this year’s campaign is currently a little over $800,000 with more pledges continuing to trick in.

“It is always important for us to meet our goal because we give agencies their estimated allocations in the spring prior to the campaign,” said Teri Smith, campaign co-chair.  “Then it is up to us to raise that money and ensure each agency receives their full allocation amount.”

“This year was critical,” Smith continued.  “With the economic downturn, our agencies are seeing a tremendous increase in service need.  It says so much about our community’s character that we banded together during this difficult time to meet our goal and help those less fortunate.”

Many divisions within the campaign went over their goal including Oklahoma State and Perkins.
“We are in awe of the divisions that went above goal this year,” Carter said.  “It really helped out because some divisions just couldn’t reach goal this year.  With the economy and lay offs, it just was not going to happen for some areas.  So, the fact that other areas stepped up as much as they did to make up the difference is unbelievable.”

Last year, the local United Way campaign fell short of their $800,000 by $20,000.

“Last year was hard because we campaigned all the way into mid-February,” Carter said.  “That makes it hard on everyone – board members, volunteers, donors.  We are so thankful that we have met goal before the end of 2009 this year.  Everyone is just ecstatic!”  

For more information about Stillwater Area United Way, how to volunteer or how to contribute, visit www.stillwaterunitedway.org or call 377-2161
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