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Golden Anniversary Has Heart for United Way

Fifty years ago, a young man walked into an OSU classroom sporting a classic tuxedo and sweaty palms, feeling anxious with excitement.  Prompt and ready for class to begin at 1 p.m., he nervously asked his professor if he could leave a few minutes early.  Richard Dermer had an appointment he could not miss – he was getting married at 2 p.m. at OSU’s Bennett Chapel.

“Back in those days, finals weren’t until mid-January,” Dermer said.  “Students were bad about leaving early for Christmas vacation.”

Richard and Marti Dermer were married on December 18th, 1959.  Six months later, they purchased a struggling local restaurant and turned it into a statewide success and Stillwater favorite – The Hideaway.  

Both lifelong Stillwater residents, the Dermers are passionate about giving back to the community.  To celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary, the Dermers invite friends and family to celebrate with them at a come-and-go reception at The Hideaway on December 18th from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

“We hope to see a lot of friends and family, enjoy a few slices of pizza together and have fun,” Richard said.

In lieu of gifts, the Dermers ask that donations be made toward this year’s United Way campaign.  

“We have enough stuff,” Marti said. ”We don’t need any more presents.  Being able to highlight and give back to community seemed like the right thing to do.”

“It will keep the money here in Stillwater and help people locally,” Richard said. “We hope most in the community have already given to United Way this year, and so we are asking them to make an additional donation in lieu of gifts for us.  United Way is an extremely worthwhile organization that benefits people in our community and operates very efficiently with minimal overhead.”

Active in Stillwater Area United Way for years, the Dermers served as honorary co-chairs of the campaign five years ago. Richard will retire from the United Way board this month after serving a four-year term.

“The Dermers give so much to United Way and our community with such a humble, hard-working spirit about them,” said Sheri Carter, Stillwater Area United Way Executive Director.  “After completing a three year board term last year, Richard graciously agreed to serve one more year when we really needed him.  It’s so heart-warming that they are thinking of United Way during their big celebration.  We are sure this will be a major boost to the campaign and help us reach our goal.  We are so thankful for their generosity.”

The Dermers have two sons - one lives in the Stillwater area and one in Portland.  They also enjoy being grandparents to two young women and two young men.

The Stillwater Area United Way is currently at 85 percent of its overall goal of $800,000, needing to raise an additional $120,000. 

For more information about Stillwater Area United Way or you can contribute, visit www.stillwaterunitedway.org or call 377-2161
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